Background

* Restoration of natural areas typically focuses on

reestablishing plant communities234; less is

known about how organisms in higher trophic
levels recover and what functional roles these
recovering organisms play.

Ground beetles (family Carabidae) vary widely in

their life history traits, making them ideal for

learning more about consumers’ roles during
succession®.

» Understanding how restoration age, prescribed
fire, and bison presence impact ground beetle
communities, and thus how these impacts
influence predation by ground beetles, can help
land managers make predictions of how ground

beetles influence restoration outcomes.
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» Prescribed fire reduces » Prescribed fire reduces
seed predation rates. waxworm predation
rates.
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